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lLuden, Cough
‘Dies at Shorea

The “Cough Drop Xing,” Wiliam
H. Luden, who starled his candy
bizsiness in his molher's kitchep and!

expanded it to 2 multl-million dal-
l!ur operatton, died suddenly on Sun~
“tay at his home in Atlantic Cluy, He!

was $0. |
San of an ‘mminant Dulchi
fwalehmeker, Luden lefi grade school,
i1in his tarly teens and starled out on:
Ihis eandy roaxing caresr,
i Made il In Mome
He made the candy in his home
‘and s0dd 1L At {actories 1n his hame
~town of Reading, Pa.
! The course he lopk nne Christmas
Lwhen he made an over-abundance
loe candy he coukl not sell probably

‘was responsihle for his flight to the F'

itop of the pile in Lhe candy making:
- business, g
¢ With most of his funds tled up in:
Ithe candy he had manufaciured and
Iwhich was resurned, Luden realized
thal he faced financiel disaster un-
"less he could cope with the situation,
He looked shout [or some method
{o put fL hack on the markel and
| finally made the decision to mell the
Geandy and add andther flavor, men-
thol, resulting in the tough drop.
Soxrad to Top

Ly 1825 his firm
making and selling 13,000,000 pack-
‘rages of cougl drops a year.

Mr. Luden was very much lnter-
ested In clvle affairs (n Reading and
he also held great inlerest in the
problems of his employes.

Bonuses were presented hy Luden
{to his veleran workers ang employes:
|wha were putting. thelr chlidren
-{through high school.
| Two years afler he sold the fiem
In 1027 for & reported $6.500,000 and|
|retired, Luden presented bonus

checks ranging between $50 aund

The results were 50 popular that!
at Reading was;

Drop King,
t Age of 90

$100n to hls Jonz-time workers.

He gave a $10 bonus to every Berke
County man who served In the Farst
World War. This project alone cost
him 2n estimaied $250,000.

Mr. Luden formerly lived on an
11-acre estate, LU'Abrl, in Villanova
which he sold In May, 947 and
moved to Atiantic City.

Members of the family reporteé
that he had appeared (n excellend
healthh at dinner Saturday night
and during the evening became (1
and collapsed at 7 3. m.

Mr. Luden was maryied twice, He
marvied Miss Annie Rttgr i 1839
and in 1816, after her death he
fnartied the fonmer Miss Katnerine

asig.
Twa of his eight chiidren maks
heir homes in Delaware County,
They are Mrs. Harold Brownlee,
of Wayne, and Wiliam H. Luden
jr.. of Drexel Eill

Also surviving are his wife, Kath-
evine and six other children; Mrs.
Bertram J, Murphy, Frederick and
Mitford D, Luden, ali of Reading;
Mrs. James Lindsay and Miss Jean-
ctte Luden, bolh of Baltimore, and
Mrs. Richard W. Slecum, wife of
the gencral manager of the Evening
Bultelin, of Biryn Mawt,
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Wm. Luden Estate
Split Three Ways

The estate of William H. Luden,
the “cough drop king,” formerly of
Villanova, was split {hiree ways ac-
cording to his will offered for pro-
bate in New Jersey today.

Luden, who disposed of his 11~
acre estate L'Abri at Viilanova, in
1947, died in Atlantiec City May 8.
ITe is the founder of Ludens, Inc, in
Reading.

One-third of the esitate, the
amount of which is not made pub-
lic under New Jersey law, goes to
his. second wife, Catherine,

The rest of the estate is to be
put in {wo separate trust funds, one
for the children of his first wife,
Anne, and fthe other for the ¢hil-
dren nf his second wife.

Children of the first wife are to
receive one-fifth of the principal

each year for five years, the first
payment to begin four years after
his death, Income from the trust
fund goes to the children annually.

Children of the second marriage
will not get the income wntil their
mother's death, the will stipulates.
If his widow leaves a will bequeath-
ing no less than one-third to the
children of the first wife, then the
principal and income will go lo his
widow’s children,




